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The Six Day War of June 1967 had demonstrated the limitations of U.S. 
photographic reconnaissance satellite systems – which at the time included the 
CORONA system with ten-foot resolution and the GAMBIT system with 18-
inch resolution. Although both types of satellites were in orbit during the crisis, 
neither was able to provide sufficiently timely, clear images to aid decision-
makers.  

This briefing by Leslie Dirks, chief of design and analysis in the DS&T’s 

Office of Special Projects, to the chairman of the President’s Foreign 

Intelligence Advisory Board  focused on problems with maintaining a 

standby capability (since at the time the U.S. did not continually have a 

reconnaissance satellite in space), and CORONA’s limited resolution. 

The inevitable lag between acquisition of an image and its return to 

earth and transformation into intelligence was undoubtedly apparent to 

Taylor.  

The need for a better means of obtaining satellite images in the case of 

crisis had been apparent to Dirks for many years. It would be another 

decade before the U.S. would have a satellite system capable of 

providing real-time imagery – an event that would occur during Dirks’ 

tenure as Deputy Director for Science and Technology. 

 
 
 
 


