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sUBJECT: SOVIET VIEW ON CAUSES AND TIMING OF EGYPTIAN
DECISION TO RESUME HOSTILITIES

1, DEPUTY TASS DIRECTOR LEU YEDRASHNIKOV, A SUSPECTED RIS
OFFICER, HAS TOLD US THAT 54 ECISION TO QPEM
L STy YEDRASRNIKOV

RAEL . IN EAR

SAID SOVIETS HAD VERY CAREFULLY CHECKED THEIR OWN RECORDS
70 DETERMIME ACTUAL DATE OF DECISION, HE SAID THAY SDVIET
EMBASSY IN CAIRO HAD RECEIVED SOME INDICATIONS_IN AUGUST

AND_ SCPTCMRER THAT SADAT WAS PREFARING FOR ANQTHER FIGHT,

‘"1 RUT WERE NOT ABLE TO DRAW THESE TDGETHER INTD

5 COWERENT RYCEURE. UNTIL. THE END oF SEPTEMBER, MOREDVER,
(i) T SOVIEY EMBASSY HAD NOT BELIEVED THAT.RESUMPTION OF ELGHLING
e ') ALL LYKELY,

o B, YEDRASHNIKOY SAIRD THAT, USING op/20 HINDSIGHT, BOVEEYS

/2] HAD PUT TOGETHER PICTURE OF WHO HAD BEEN INFORMED OF B0E
I DECISION YD RESUME WARFARE, HE STATED.THAT FEISAL WAS
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i TNZO ELATIVELY EARLY. IN THE GAME, SADAT HAD
i DISCUSSED PLAN WITH H- «MG HIS VISIT TO JIDDA ON

[ AUSUST 23, AND WAD IN'FACT BEEN INCOURAGED BY SAUDL MAMARCH,

| HUSSEIN Was GENERALLY AWARE Inn:_ﬁaxEI.HA&_EEEEAEIHﬁ_EQ LHARS

OF WHEN QULD OGEUR, HE DISBUSSED
thlaluuhﬁlzﬂuiaaglmﬂﬁﬁf FAPTITE MEETINGS IN CATRO ON

BEPTEMBER 10=12 AND WAS FMJOINED TO SILENCE. HVEDRASHNIKDV
SAID THAT HUSSEIN Hns TAKEN BY SURPRISE ISE ON DAY WAR BROKE.
DUT, SINCE HE . IT_WUULD TAKE PLACE LATEH,

.3, WITHIN THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, 5£nﬂﬁlﬁuﬁapnﬁggﬂxﬁﬁx
TIGHTLY AMONG--SMALL-GROUP DF ADYISORS SURROUNDING SADAT
RIRTSTER -

THESE WERE WAR MINISTER AHMED TSMATL, INTERIOR W

SALEM AND ASU FIRST SECRETARY HAFEZ BHANEM, ﬁﬂiﬁnmﬁwns
BROUGHT INTO IT AFTER HWE RETURNED TD SADAT'S GRACES AT THE
END OF AUGUSTn YEDRASHNIKOV SAID THAT HAFEZ ISMATL MAS
OPFOSED TO WAR FROM STARTi ME WAS STRONGLY PRO=AMERICAN AND
BEL:EvEn THAT POLICY OF RAPFRDEHEHENT WITH WEST WAS WORKING
. IN EGYPFTYS FAVOR,

ST

- i4a  ON DCTOBER 5, SADAT HELD L CABINET MEETING TQ REVEAL
{~.. 'THAT ON FOLLOWING DAY EGYFT W "Eﬁfﬁ“ﬁu TO WAR, DURTNG DISCUSSION

+ (WHICH TOOK PLACE, MOSY OF THOSE PRESENT #PPRG‘#E{}; VICE=

; PRESIDENT SHAFEY AND HAFEZ ISMAT| WERE OPPOSED, VICE=
© .+ PRESIDENT FAWZI CONTRIBUTED LITTLE TO THE DISCUSSION,

ff?% 5, YEDRASHNIKOV CONCLUDED THAT SOVIETS THEMEELVES WERE NOT
. ATION QNT{L -ENO_OF SEPTEMBER, AND

AWARE OF DANGER .QE. STTUAT
an NOT_ KNOW QEEIHIEELI,THA SADAT WAS ABODUT TO RESUME WAR
DCTQOBER 3, WHEN VINOGRADOY SAW SADAT,

6. REGARDING CAUSES OF WARs YEDRASHNIKOV S5AID SOVIETS » ¥
: - BELIEVED IT TO HAVE BEEN FORCED ON SADAT BY INTERNAL
D PRESSURES, AMONG THESE WERE WIDFSPREAD RESENTMENT AT

SHORTAGES AND PRICE INCREASES OF BASTIC FOODSTUFFS, FEARS IN
... . GOE OF CONTINUED STUDENT DISTURBANCES WHEN UNIVERSITIES,

AND GENERAL MALATSE ABOUT PULITICAL SITUATION, YEDRASHMIKOV
ACKNDWLEDGED THAT THESE REASONS SBEEMED INSUBSTANTIAL ALMOSY
TO THE POINT OF WHIMSY, BUT APDED THERE SEEMED NO DYTHER
PROKIMATE CAUSE, -,
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