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FROM SECRETARY TO AMBASSADOR BARBOUR

o e Jon)
Your A-478 describing conversations with two Israeli contacts
suggests lsrael could be mich closer to nuclear weapons
capability than we had supposed. We are requesting urgent
assezsment these and other recent reports by Washington
intelligence commnity., While we will reserve Jjudgment pending
outcome that assessment, potential Impliecation these Treports
makes it even more pressing to obtain response from Eshkol on

our request for wisit to Dimena., Yeu will recall that cn

January 16 he premised invitation would be forthcoming

NS N Y

QTE within a3 few weeks UNQTE. You should inform Prime Minister
that highest levels of USC are dware you requested GOL agreement
to visit as lemg ago as Novemher and are frankly disturbed ar
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ack of G0L response. We hope Prime Minister will be able set datem __]

for visit in very near future.
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