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Althougs there is no evidence that Tndia has deodded te davelon
f}f FILDG| nuelesr wespons, a mduslesr device could probably be ready for tasting
LA within a year [ollowing such a declsion, India possesses all the begic
' Taeilitiss necessary Lo produce plutonivm itz resesrch and ouelesr power
prograns are small-sesls but well advanced; it has uranium metal, fuel
element fabrication facilibties, and o heary waber plant;y and the capacity
of The recontly completed plu 'L::Lmr. separation plant (20 tons of fuel
anrmallyy apnorently exceeds present requirements,
It the srent of a decision to develop ouelaoar wes pONE, Gons trusthion
of & test site would probably be started well shead of <he anticipatod R
date of the indtiz] test., 4s a slgnaboesy of the Limited Te=st Ban Treaty,
India would presumedly test undsvground. If so, construsticn of the tesh g
glie would requirs tunneling or extensive drilling ozeratisas.  Nuolesr gE y
seientists and englnsers and possibly scue military perscrnel would be p
Imvedvad, Hoo#
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“he Danada-India reaclor iz cspable of preducing sneugh plufondiem
Tor ene or tWe nominzl-yield weapons ammually, although Lndie has
"'.QJ.‘GL nents with both Canada end the United Stales to employ the reactor |
Lo ;:PFc-nf“ul parpoeses onldy,  The fuel hes reportedly bDecn removed from thds
reéaster sfter an average burmun of mu_.r LE0-600 AT L, which ds El'&'m.

cantly lowsr than thes 00 Iﬂjft. burmup foor which the reszelor was 131143&
.'h.-n..l: whis circumstance slone doss not necassarily r indicate that s dscision
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hes been made to ésvelop tmclsar weapons, 1t hinks strongly that suitable material
iz heing produzed 1o permit the rapid irplenmentation of suck a decision.

Sl
1ikely to be used in the first Indian miclear device—-are raadily avallable on
the open market ip Western Hurepe. The festlvg of high-expl cuive shapes, &
nepessary shep toward the dewelopment of a miclear wespon, would probably be
carried out prar a period of seweral nonths.

Eleotronic neuiran gensrators and nlgh-quality deboratorg-—components

The Ewbassy iz reguested Lo report sny of the followlog Infermation on
thiz subjiect which may become availakle:

1. &lgns of activity in remote areas which mighi pertend the copsiruction
of & melear test site.

4. Indications thet muclesr-sssocizted research facdlilles are Teing
eslallished surrepbitiously or that security is being tlghtened at existing
fazilitiss.

3. Evidence of contimied speraticn of the Cansda-Tndia reactor at Trombay
to prodoce relatively Yelean' plotonivm.

e Proswrement or development by India of swall electironic neuiron
generators and high-ruality, elsctrieelly-iniiiated, high-explesive detonabors,
S Tegtdng of highly instrumented high-complosive shepes or gectiong.
any reperbing which may prove fzasible In response Lo this requirenent grionld
pite HI00 No, DeST2-13788. Hecause of the high collection pricrlty accorded
thiz subjech, even temcus indications of muclesr weapens ashivity ghonld be
repariad.
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