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National Security Archive

Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, Diary Entry for 20 and 21 October
1964 Source: Journals of Glenn Seaborg, Volume 9 (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory,
University of California, 1979) These Seaborg diary entries report on a Cabinet meeting and a
conversation with DCI John McCone respectively. At the Cabinet meeting, Seaborg reported
that, "to our surprise," the Chinese device apparently contained uranium-235, rather than
plutonium. U.S. intelligence analysts had believed that the basis for the first Chinese bomb
would be plutonium. In his telephone conversation with McCone, Seaborg reported the
conclusion that China's bomb was based on U-235. McCone said that he would explore the
possible source of the uranium--whether it came from the Soviet Union or an indigenous
Chinese facility.

Seaborg reports on a National Security Council meeting he attended on October 17, 1964--
three days after China first detonated a nuclear device. Seaborg's entry describes the
information provided to the group by Director of Central Intelligence John McCone,
concerning the Chinese nuclear program as well as the removal of former Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev from power. Seaborg also reports President Johnson's questioning of Carl
Rowan, head of the U.S. Information Agency, on world-reaction to the Chinese test, along
with Rowan's response. Johnson observed that it was important to remain calm, avoid panic,
and make clear to the American people that the administration was alert to the situation.
Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, Diary Entry for 17 October 1964
Source: Journals of Glenn Seaborg, Volume 9 (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, University of
California, 1979)
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The big news today 1s that the Reg Chinese exploded an aromic bomb (i the
atmosphere). Qyr electromagnetie and acoustic gdetection devices picked it up ang
ihe Chinese announced it. President dehnson made the (1.5 anmguncement of the
test jafter the f{hinase nhouncement). The yvield appears to he in the range of
tens of Kilotens {25 Bxpected). Intefligence sourcec hadf picked up indications
that this test would come $pan.

At 12:30 p.om, Arnold Fritsch and 1 hay lunch with Paul MeDanip ard Pief Panpfsiy
dt which we discyssed High Energy Physics,

I recedved calts from reporters (e.g.. Newsweek) 2sking For my impressions gf
Erezhnev on the basis of my fipst tonference with kig in Moscow in May J8g3.
Apparentiy, I am one of very Few Americans who have talked tp him for any length
of time,

At 4 pom. T cailed Fathar payl Reinert {prasident of 53t. Louis Iniversity) #n
discuss the presentation to me of the Spirit of St Lowss AWwdrd on Qctaber 2Eth.
I told him [ nave received his fetier of Uetober 12th, that | have reaj prob lems
flying late at night and wouts rather leave 5t. fnyis garTier thar t{he mdnight
Flight for Losg Angeles.  He didn't SEEM 1o think that the FA0 o.om. Flieht woulg
give them time tg 52t the great aumber gf Peoplie, have his shopt soeech, present
the award, and then have my dtceptance spesch . Father Rednert cazig he would give
my travel more thought and Tet me Rear from him.

The announcement of the new Tripartite Contract for eperation of Argonne Matigna
Lahoratury 15 being Prepared and will Probably be made on Qctober Zorp .

I wrote 2 repiy to frofessor Harvey Oien| te tell him T couls net consider the
presidency at jowa State University,

Saturday, October ir, 1954 - ..

AT 9:30 a.m. I presideq over the annyal Meeting of the Chemical Education Material
Study Steering Committee at the AEC's "H® Street ofFice,

At noon | attended the Mational SeCurity Counct) meeting held in the Cabipet foom
of The White House, Uthers present at the meeting included President Johnsen,
McKamarg, Rusk, vance, LeMay, Bromiey Smith, Burdy, Mccone, MzDermott, Llewe lyn
Thompzon, Rowan, Bga1y, Cater, Hornig, HeNawghton ang C1iftan The first topic was
the Chinese 2tomic bomp test yesterday. MeCone described the ig M2gqawatt research
reactor in China, which 's based upon a similar Russian Feactor which noth McCone
and | had seen 1ip Hoscow; a possible gas-cooled productinn Feactor ¢f same 30
megawatt capabie of producing plutoniom: 3 8aseous diffusion plant unoar
CORStrection, which apprarent ly wan't he “perable for two gp three years: ang he
mentloned 2 possible water-coaled productan reactor of about (08 megawdtis
Capacity, anmg, therefore, a production canictty for plutoniom, He said that the
devige exploded yesterday probably had plutentum, and, hence, the Chinese might be
capable gy Producing many WEBDONS Ber year. Me(gone s2id that he had bricfed the
heads of eight European countries during nig receant 1rip to Curcpe, sdping that 3
Chinese atomic bomb explosion might take place WIthin 30-60 davs, whirh was 1 good
rediction, considering that the firet briefing was just 39 days ago.

One potential ares of China has net been covered by photographic recunnaTSSeﬂ§?~
and, therefpre, could have an additiong] Feattor {or reactors), ang Melone satd e
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Wouldn't pe sirprised 4+ thers wpp, 2 plant 4p this arez, Mrtone a0z, ingicates
that the EVidence tpig merning ingdicates that the Chinese Ay candyes ANother tes
almost 1meﬁ1at91y. All of the Milal signg wigp respect tp transportatign,
wedthpp Feports, BIC. ——45 BECUrrag the gy befoara yesterday—»are Decurring RO
52, Thepe MY be anprher SVENt togay o LOmorr o, The Chlpesa have zap [#-28
Subsonie shurt—range Jet a1r'cra.‘t, With a rénge radips of RO miles, whicn Sould
defiver Crude bomys . [t wilj pe MeCessary 14 have asp MR les bafore e can

determing whethar the device detonateg YERTOrday coypg 5oy Tata the [g-zg.

greater BMpRasis an COnsumep Juods, rathar than on Neawy militamy Broducts, whien
Mmry haye Lontributes ty his downfal; Some changes o Pelicy ara Sxpected,  The
relaticnshfp of Brezhney and Kesygig 14 T et elegp aithough ng Loheava] 1
BXpecteq, either Brestnay o, Kosygin, gp & thipg PALTY, may MOYE in a Jitrie later
o take orer tha Ieader—ship fn 3 Single Job ag Rhrushohey had ¢, The Presiden:
askpq whelinpp the (g hap any f‘arewarrr'lng that there ~0U g be g Change 1p
Ieeuership or of whom 1t WoUld he Kelone 70 thepra F L indication of an
fmuediate]'y !mnendmg change, e?though thera WdE Soma !nd]rat‘iun of dicsenstop
He went 4 Top 53y that Breshne, ang Rasygin are npt imaginatrm 2nd won 't Play the
wWorid roia that Khrushe hey his, Fresident Ihnson pac,] Ted that Karriman nag toid
Rim that Khrusneney %210 thay When 3 Change fame it Wi ld e Breghney 2nd

Kosvgin. The President dsked " Fammy~ Whether pa hat any Tdeas ap the situation,
hompson L2igd he Thaught the first changes MMUld ha within the Saviet dloc, ang
titen thers might ba thanges in thei, relationsh!ps with the Outsige

President Johnsan agkheg whethar there hag Deen any 1ndicatfnns of ynrest g
¥cething within the Soviat Uiion gr a5 the on |y indicating TRL ENrushenpy haf
S3td he WOUld retipe 000 and hyg ihd1cated the tun mER who Wou g SUCLged him.
Thomp s on Seid thap the Presidiym had sUgestag to FMrushene That he might tare 2
hot1day . He saig Ihat in the last SEVEN yog e EhFushchg, hed spant two ang 3

the Ussg to sign the test ban Lreaty, thar he was detng 1o cut the d¢fense budget,
he saig that Harinavslw did nar dgreg, s he “ould ngyp o ge sept ON & vargrion,
Khrushe pay 3aid this 1o Rusk ip the pracones of many eihers wng could hear,

Rusk thap turned tq discussg he Brit{sp eloct ipn The Presideny inguires 25 o
the exacy margin of the Labor ¥ietory, ana Rusk ndfeatag that s ae four or Fiye
seats, Presigapt Jonnsan incicated pg ThoNghE bhie STd mean tpaq 1t wanldn': pe
Yery mugh of 3 governmr‘rt~—anu et for Ve ry ]gnq_ Rusy SA1d that oUF EmBassy i
Lendon limates that the government will Jast ta months tp 4 Y¥Bar. The
Fresident nquireg whethar the poljs in Grage Britain Ma torecacs the rFesults,
Nd Bungy said that twe polis Forecast 12 resuitg Within | 19 2 sercent Husk,
in ﬂescrﬂ:fng the s1qn1f‘1‘cance of the e?ec?!ﬂn. 5490 that Eritain VIUd i Ty dgegney
make greg thanges 'jp directian when 3 ey PAFLy come 1n He indicateq that tse
new Teadcrsnip is relatively fRexperiene po sines enly ts have hag Arevicus

Rusk indicateqg At the ney, Russian goveramont yagg they waylg foRlinge the
rincipras EMINC 1gted p the 201n, 2Ist apg dnd Conaress He saig there are come
!ndfcatTons that Gromyko WHET pe FeRlaced.  Ha SATd thae AN ASsoriatea Aressy jace
from Hnsrow. which he had 1n P15 hang, Tirecten 2 Ew placy 40dinst mag fhine,
Indfcating Mot muck thange 1n atyipyge 1N thet zrpq. WHh respacy to the c?=ffje
test explosion, Rusk said e Shauid ne Lareful nor 2 CMMArace thase -:a-:e:n1-?--'?5
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tao much., He said thas the President's decition to announce in Septerber that the
Chinese were ready to conduct 3 test was 2 good thing because it prepared many
countries for the event, He safd that in the Tong run this will add to the
prestige of the Chinese oovernment. He said that the U.5, will be in touch with
the Japarese and the Indian governments to try to mitigate the effects on these
countries.

Rusk said he thought there would be some advantage for the Presidant to make a
teleyision statement gn the Chinese situation, the Russian siktuation, the Briktish
glectian, ete.  McNemars also urged the President to'consider a veport to the
Arerican people on these matters. Fresident Jobnson guestionsd the value ¢f this,
asking wnat he might be able to add to what he had zlready said. Bundy said thal
it might be tos soom to 3y in detail what he might say, but we will kngw in two
or three days: he could certainly give a number of facts and could reassure the
American people that the United Kingdom Labor govermnment is mot communistic. FRusk
also gave s nuwber of arguments why the President should give such a television
talk. The President then asked that he be given guickly some ideas upon which 1o
Gase such a talk, and Rusk indicated he would have 2 draft for him Lhis afterncon.

The President then twrned to Cerl Rowan and asked what people around tThe world are
saying, Rowan replied that they are saying a fgt, The Japangsa and Lhe
YugosTavians have let out a blast aocainsi the Chinese. 3weden and other
3candinavian countries have szid that the Chinese should now be admitted to the
U.M. He alsp thought that there would be some pro-Chinese effects in Africa. He
felt that the U.5. will need to use svery parsuasive effort in its power to
counteract some of these pro-Chingse effects.

President Johnson indicated it is important to remain calm, that is, avoid a panic
attitude, but also to make it clear to the American people that we are 3lert to
the situation. The President said that we should give serious consideration to
having the top peonle of the Congressional Foreign Relations and Armed Servicas
Committees in for a briefing, and he mentioned such congrassional loaders as
Russell, Fulbright, McCormack, and Mansfield, and that perhaps the meeting should
be heid on Monday, Detober 19th. He said that Rusk, McNamara and [ should be
among thgse to give them en oqutline of the situation. He indicated that Bundy
might tell the press that we are havine periodic meetings with the congressional
Teadership, and that a pipartisan group was going te be brougnt in for such a
meeting. He asked whether Rusk and McNamara see any hazards in this course of
action. Rusk felt that cuch 2 course of action would be 0.K. if the congressional
leaders were given a few days' notice. He said that maybe thers should b2 a
meeting with the Cabinet on Honday for & preview of the meeting with congressional
l2aders an Tuesday.

The Prezident then went quickly around the table and asked z number of us,
including me, whether we agreed with this plan, 1 indicated that 1 did. Me
reiterated that Bundy might tell the press that we are having such & meeting, and
that it would be here, rather than sending men all over the country te orief these
feaders. Jundy sentioned the advantages of having the congressional leadership
meeting on Monday and the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. Rusk indicated that he
referrsd 1t the other way arownd. The President indicated that this should be
thouaht about carefully before a decision is made, and McMamara agreed.

Bundy zsked whether I nad anything to add with respect to the Chinese bomy test
situatiogn, and | said that | feg) w2 should be very careful not to underestimate
or downgrade Chinese capabilities or future course of action. I said that they
may have deliberatzly planned 10 set off two or mere weapons in guick succession,
inis seemed {o impress President Johmson, and he said that Mchatara, LeMay, ang g —
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might get togather 4p order to pa ready to participgte in the briefings that hag
Previous Ty heen discussed. The President then asken Melone whether there is
anything else of an alarming nature that is coming up, 2nd Mclone didn't indirate
aftything in particular

The Presidant then went on to giscuse the Jenkins case, T President indicated
that he had Jenkins in his office ahout Len days ago and told him to issue an
order to 311 department ang agency heags ddmorishing them on the imoriance pf
proper SeCurity measures and security clearances, Ke zaid he wanted to admoenish
US 29ain as 1o the need for precavtionary 51eps, and he erpnasized that thig
ipplted to BYErY one of us. e said that when he came fnto the pPresidency, he hag
asked for an Fa] check on everybody in the Wnftae House . He said that the FEI ang
the Secret Seryire f1led the infarmation on Jencing e |guq Arrest s¢ that he
{Pres fdent Jehnson) gignet Enow about it, ang that the first ha learned of §t was
tast Heunesday (October 14th) at abeyr Sor 6 opom, Wen fe was with Mrg, Kennedy
in New York ang Sorebody tolg hig ghout it. He gsked Bundy to get togethar with
B111 Movers 15 pe syre thal everyope iy SBCURitY checked, beqginning first in the
Whtte House ang then outside,

The President sald that the PEORIE Who are exploiting the Jerkinc 358 are more
EXPErL on McCarthyism Than McCarthy himsa|f. He 53id that they are using improved
methods ., He indfcated that since Séptemper one of the biggest corporaitions in the
Country hae heen naying 31,000 a week, plus 4800 a3 Weell For expenses. tg
investigators tg wark to get derogatory Infarmation on hip and Mrc. Johnsgn,  RHe
thes admanisheq Us to take every Precaution ang a3ainm indicated <hat Bundy ang
0311700 and others Should maka tomplets checks of the security system forniyg saig
he thought a greatl deal couild pe done by dutomating the FRCOrds of the FEI.
Presigent Joknson d5ked Hornig te get 2 plan far this, ang 40rnig said he would do
S0. The Presigent “ent an to ask whether the FBI hag interviewer 2 numper af us,
and MeNamars and Rusk indicated that they nad, but that they had tolad the FE[ that
they had no contacts with Jdenking on se¢ Urity sensitive issues,

The President want &N to say that he hag never used Jenkins pn Security sensitive
185yes.  The Precigent recailed that Jenkins was Secretary to the dean of the
faculty at the University when fe First employeg him, which wac adout the same
time that he exp loved Connally. He recalled thgr, after thanm, denking went into
the Army on his gun ‘nitlative, ang gnat when he came back ne Called Johnson to
politely 1nquire whether Johnson needed nim back ©n the job. As an qndication of
lenkins's tharacter, the President relateqd that Goldwater's tide had come o
discuss his impending resignation with Jenkips and that Jenkins talkeg him out of
1t on the basic that GoTdwater noeded him. (FThis was the aide who later resigned
anyway.} At the conclusion of these remarks, the Fresident arose 1o leave the
room and the meeting was ddjourned

At 1:30 p.m. I had Twncn at the Golden 0x (1515 =g~ Street, NoW. ) with members of
the Chemical Education Matertal Stugy Steering Comwni tten,

Sunday, October 18, Jogd4 _ g6, = Philadelania, Pemasylvaniy

! read AfC papers, after which T iook Manne z2pg Apbe to Fook Creek Naturs center
where we hiked the two mature traits dhd Tonk @ 45-mingte natyre w2tk with tne .
ranger-naturalist.

At 7:30 p.m. John Wapier ard I Jeft Washington g, 5y train ang S
Fhitadelpnia, Pennsylvania, a1 9:45 pom. we ctayed overnight at the
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel.
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Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, Diary Entry for 20 and 21 October 1964 Source:
Journals of Glenn Seaborg, Volume 9 (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, University of California, 1979) These
Seaborg diary entries report on a Cabinet meeting and a conversation with DCI John McCone respectively. At the
Cabinet meeting, Seaborg reported that, "to our surprise,”" the Chinese device apparently contained uranium-235,
rather than plutonium. U.S. intelligence analysts had believed that the basis for the first Chinese bomb would be
plutonium. In his telephone conversation with McCone, Seaborg reported the conclusion that China's bomb was
based on U-235. McCone said that he would explore the possible source of the uranium--whether it came from the
Soviet Union or an indigenous Chinese facility.

Monday, Octoher 19, 1984 - Philaceliphia, Pennsylvania - D.C.

At 7:30 a.m. [ had breakfast with Merrill A. Scheil (President, American Society
for Metals), John A, Fellows {Vice President), Steward G. Fletcher (Secretary),
Robert J. Raudebaugh {Past President), and John B. Giaceobbe (Convention Chairman) .

At 9 a.m. | attended the opening of the 1964 Metals/Materials Cengress and
Exposition, held in the Grand Ballrpom of the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. T sat on
Lhe stage with Merrill Scheil, John A, Fellows, Altan Ray Putnam and others. [
gave a speech, shortened version (30 minutes}, entitled, "Our Heritage of the
Elements. "

After my talk [ held a short press conference at which 1 was questicned about the
Chinese atomic bomb test of last Friday, and I ventured the opinion that it was &
clutonium bomnb.

At 11:30 a.n. John Napier and 1 left Philadelphia on Allegheny Flight Mo. 903, a:mi
arrived in Washington at 11:40 a.m. !

At 1:30 p.m. 1 attended the President's meeting with Congressional Leaders in thle
Cabinet Rgom of the White House. Thase present included President Johnson, |
McNamara, Rusk, McCone, Ball, Reedy and Valenti (part of the time), Bundy, .
Llewelyn Thompson; Senators William Fulbright, Carl Hayden, Hubert Humphrey,
Bourke Hickenlooper, Georgs Aiken, Everett Dirksen, Thomas Kuchel, Eugene
McCarthy, Mike Mansfield, Leverett Saltonstall; Congressmen Hale Boggs, Mike i
McCormack, Charles Halleck, Frances Bolton, Carl Albert, Leslie Arends, and Thomas
Morgar. McCone, Thompson, McNamara, Rusk and [ gave presentations covering the
Chinese homh test, the Russian change in leadership, and the significance of the
United Kingdom election.

I tried to indicate the type of device the (hinese might have tested by comparig9
it with the U.S., USSR, United Kingdom, and French programs, thus implying that'it
might be a simple plutonium device. 1 stated that these four countries took a
five-to seven-year period fo go from fission to fusion devices but the Chinese =
might make some kind of crudé fusion”device teSts Edﬁhér?*”?resideﬁt’Juhhsun“gife
an account of the Jenkins case, including his observation that he had not known
about either of the arrests before last Wednesday night._ Photographers took
pictures at the end of the meeting and President Johnson read a prepared
statement. .

Tuesday, October 20, 1964 - D.C. f

At 11 a.m. Commissioners Gerald Tape, John Palfrey, Mary Bunting, members of th?
staff, and I attended the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Atomic
Industrial Forum (James F. Young, Kenneth 0. Nichols, Louis H. Roddis, Jr., W.
Kenneth Davis, Sherman K. Knapp, Hichard S, Mewlin, Chauncey Starr, Malcolm Tait.
Oscar M, Ruebhausen and others) in the Red Room of the Army-Navy Town Club. [
heard and commented upon reports by Young {advocating the renewal of the
Price-Anderson Act), Nichols ("Implementation of Private Ownership and Toll
Enriching"}, Keaneth Davis (on production and use of plutonium and uranium-233),
Mowton Waring (“Finding of 'Practical Value'"}, and Ruesbhausen (contral of private
restricted data--they coppose the AEC proposai}).

AL 12:30 p.m. 1 had lunch in the office with Arnold Fritsch.

At 1230 pum. | attended the Cabinet Meeting held in the Cabinet Room of the White
House.  Others present at the meeting included President Johnson, Rusk, E-iﬂanzt‘:'-
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- McNamara, Gronouski, Wirtz, Freeman, Celebrezze, Adlei Stevenson, Hodges, Gordon,
Moyers, Bundy, Reedy, Webb, Shriver, Cater, Hornig, Heller, and Valenti (part of
the time}, Again the Russian changeover, the Chinese test and the United Kingdom
election were discussed as well as individual reports by Cabinet members,
discussion of the economic and political situation and the Jenkins situation. [
gave a report on the Chinese test saying that analyses of air debris now indicate,
to our surprise, that the device apparently contained uranium-235. 1 explained
the Chinese production capability and use of plutonium and uranium-235 to make
fission and thermonuclear weapons. [ admonished them to be very conservative in
estimating Chinese weapons capabilities at this time.

At 5 p.m. I received a telephone call from William Webster. he said that the
Edison Electric Institute has their annual meeting next year in Miami, and they
are anxious to have me speak at their major meeting on "Atomic Power," and how it
has turned the corner. Their meeting opens on Mondey, May 3rd, with their major
meeting being held the morning of May 4th at 9 or 9:30 a.m. They would hape that
my speech would take about 40 minutes. He said, in & pinch, I could switch to
either Monday, May 3rd, or Wednesday May 5th, but they would prefer Tuesday, Mary
4th., Bill said that this is a big meeting with 4,000 or 5,000 pecple attending
and he thinks it would be worthwhile for me to consider speaking to them. Because
of the large number of people attending, he feels that a question and answer
period following my speech would not be too helpful, I told Bill I would give
this some thought and let him know my decision,

At 5:40 p,m. [ received a telephone call from John Finney (New York Times).

Finney asked whether we had reached at Jeast a tentative conclusion on the nature
of the Chinese device which was detonated last week. [ said that such information
could compromise our detection capability. Finney urged that we consider putting
out a statement that the device was triggered by plutonium or enriched
yranium-235. [ suggested we get together for lunch. Finney said he was leaving
on Octaber 25th to 26th tc cover Congressman William Miller's campaigning, and
would not be back until about election day (November 3rd}. It was left that he
would be in touch with me upon his return.

Helen and 1 visited & number of David's and Lynne's classes at Wilson High School
at parents' night and, hence, met a number of their teachers such as Truesdell
{Lynne--English), Carter (Lynne--French), Breitier {Lynne--Physics), Strosnider
(Dave--8iology), Ashby (Dave--History), and Irwin (Dave--English),

Wednesday, October 21, 1964 - D.C.

AT 11 a.m. I presided over Information Meeting 418 (notes attached).

At 11 a.m. I called John McCone. I told nim it looked clear to us that the
Chinese bomb which was detonated was a uranium-235 device, and 1 thought we should
get word to the Joint Committee. McCone said that he would do this. McCone said
he would explore further the source of the uranium-235 which they used; it may be
the material which Khrushchev said he gave the Chinese, or it may have come out of
Lanchow. McCone said they were having a USI8 (U.S. Intelligence Board) meeting
this afternoon at 3 p.m. and would like ta have me attend if I wish. 1 told him I
couldn't make it this afterncon, but 1 would like to sit in on some of these
meetings. He will call or have someone call me about future meetings. 1 told him
it was inevitable that the news media would want to know whether the device used
by the Chinese was a2 plutonium or uranium-235 one; in fact, we have already begun
to get calls. He said he was a2t the White House with McNamara and Bundy, and he
#ould @et a response on this.
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At 11:20 a.m. McCone called back and said, in talking to MclNamara and Bundy about
releasing our knowledge of the content of the Chinese bomd, they felt we should do
nothing tor at Teast 24 hours; that we could say tnis was 4 matter which has not
been fully determined. McCone said he would like me to investigate this matter,
through the JAEG, as to what the implications are from the standpoint of weapen
capability; if the source comes from their own products it would mean larger
production; also there S Ethe question of implosion., | said we are already
thinking about this, and I have asked George Kavanagn to work on this from an
overall point of view. McCone advised that he is taking care of the Joint
Committee by having an interim oral statement made to Jonn Cenway or George Murphy.

The Commission decided to offer fd Bloch the position af Depuly General Manager
and John Swartout the position of Directaor of the Reactor Division or Assistaat
General Manager for Reactors).

Helen hosted a meeting of the [nternational Neighbors Club at the Y™ Street
Office. Polly Bunting and I spoke on AEC programs, the Geneva Conference, etc.
Movies of the "International Atom," the Sedan shot and the Rover test were shawn,
followed by refreshments. The meeting seemed to go very well.

The problem of the Bodega reactor is coming to a head--the Advisory Committee on
Reactor Safeguards is for it and the staff Vs against it.

The AEC made an announcement today that the Chinese device used was uranium-235,
which, of course, caught the news media by surprise. There 15 great speculation
in and out of government about what this means as to Chinese nuciear weapon's

capability. The other four nuclear powers all exploded a plutonium bomb first.

The Commission announced today the new plan for management of Argonne Hational
Laboratory (press release attached).

Thursday, October 22, 1964 - Germantown

The Commission discussed the General Advisory Committee's recommendation that the
Fermi Award be given to Rickover and Groves. Commissioner Ramey is unwilling to
include Groves; so consideration is deferred until next week. The Commission
discussed a report of the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) favoring
the issuance of a construction permit to Pacific Gas and Electric (PGRE) for the
Bodega Reactor and the staff is opposing this action. We approved the idea of
making these reports public early next week. This is going to be a very difficult
decision for the Commissioners.

The SALMON shot (5 kilotons) in the Dribble series went off successfully in
Mississippi today without venting. The Commissioners were present in the
communications room when the shot was fired at 12 noon and heard it over the
communications system.

At 12:30 p.m. the Commissioners and I nad lunch in the Commissioners executive
dining room with Hearing Examiners Samue! Jensch, Bond, and McConnell,

At 2:45 p.m. 1 presided over [nformation Meeting 419 (notes attached).
Lynne flew to Boston today to visit Radcliffe and Pete.

Friday, October 73, 1964 - Germantown

At 10:35 a.m. [ called Wi117am Webster and told him that I would speak at the
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