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Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, Diary Entry for 20 and 21 October
1964  Source:  Journals  of  Glenn  Seaborg,  Volume  9  (Lawrence  Berkeley  Laboratory,
University of California, 1979)  These Seaborg diary entries report on a Cabinet meeting and a
conversation with DCI John McCone respectively. At the Cabinet meeting, Seaborg reported
that,  "to  our  surprise,"  the  Chinese  device  apparently contained  uranium-235,  rather  than
plutonium. U.S. intelligence analysts had believed that the basis for the first Chinese bomb
would  be  plutonium.  In  his  telephone  conversation  with  McCone,  Seaborg  reported  the
conclusion that China's bomb was based on U-235. McCone said that he would explore the
possible  source of the uranium--whether it  came from the Soviet  Union or an indigenous
Chinese facility.

Seaborg reports on a National Security Council meeting he attended on October 17, 1964--
three  days  after  China  first  detonated  a  nuclear  device.  Seaborg's  entry  describes  the
information  provided  to  the  group  by  Director  of  Central  Intelligence  John  McCone,
concerning the Chinese nuclear program as well as the removal of former Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev from power. Seaborg also reports President Johnson's questioning of Carl
Rowan, head of the U.S. Information Agency, on world-reaction to the Chinese test, along
with Rowan's response. Johnson observed that it was important to remain calm, avoid panic,
and make clear to  the American people that the administration was alert  to  the situation.
Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, Diary Entry for 17 October 1964
Source: Journals of Glenn Seaborg, Volume 9 (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, University of
California, 1979)
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Glenn T. Seaborg,  Chairman,  Atomic Energy Commission,  Diary Entry for 20  and 21 October  1964  Source:
Journals  of Glenn Seaborg,  Volume 9 (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, University of California,  1979)   These
Seaborg diary entries report on a Cabinet meeting and a conversation with DCI John McCone respectively. At the
Cabinet meeting, Seaborg reported that, "to our surprise," the Chinese device apparently contained uranium-235,
rather than plutonium. U.S. intelligence analysts had believed that the basis for the first Chinese bomb would be
plutonium. In his telephone conversation with McCone, Seaborg reported the conclusion that China's bomb was
based on U-235. McCone said that he would explore the possible source of the uranium--whether it came from the
Soviet Union or an indigenous Chinese facility.
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