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Dasr Hr, Prime Ministap:

I enclose thae text of a letter which I hawa

been instrostsd
to delivar «

2 you Irom Presidant Eennedy,

Sincerely yours '

. Wolworth Berbour

Enolosgra:

Lettar from Pressident Hennedy

His Excellency
¥r. Lavi Bshkel,

Frime H:ln_iatar 0 Israael.
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"Dear Mr. Prime Minfster:

"It gives mo great personal plessure to extend
“ongratolations ns you mssuma fuur regsponsibilities ox
Frime Minister orf Isreel, You hawve sar frandship ang
best wishes in ¥our new tasks. It 1s on one of theszea
that I an Writing sou &t this tima,

"You are aware, I anm sure, o the exchanges which
I had with Prime Minigtar Ban-Gurion coneerting Amorican
¥i=its to Israel's puslanr Tacdlity at Dimons, Mist
recently, the Prime Minister wrota to me on May 27, mHis
words reflected a most intense nersonsl consideration of
& problom thet I know 13 not easy for yoor Government, ag
it is not for miney We welcomed tha former Prima
Migisteris itrong reeffirmeticn that Dizmona will he
devented exclusively to peaceful PUrposes and the
Teaffirnation also or Israslis Willingness to permis
Perlocdic vizits to Dimona.

"I regrat baving to add tg ¥our turdens so soop
aftar your :aﬁ;umptiun of office, but I feel the erneisl
impertance of this problem nacesss.ates zy taking op
with you et this early date certain further considerations,
ardsing out af Hr., BHoo-Curion's Hay 27 letter, as to tha

natura and scheduling or such ¥iaits,
III Fiter]
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"I am sure yol will sgres that these visits shoud
be aa pearly a5 possible io sccord with internaticnal
stendarda, thareby resolving all doubts s= to the pance-
ful intent of the Dlmope project. As I wrote ir. Ben-Guriaon,
thiz Foverpment's commliment to aod support of Isrmel
Could ba seriously jeop?:dizad if 1t should be thought
that we werse mnable to obtein relistle informatich on a
sebject as wvital to peace as tho gquestion of Israsl’s
effort in the ngclaar fiald,

"Tharefora, I asked our sclentlsts %o review the
elternative schedoles of vislts we snd you had proposed.
If Israel's purposss ere to be clear beyond reascnabla
doubt, I beliews thaet the scensdule which would bass
50r've our common purposed would be a visit esriv tnis
Summer, ancther vizlt in Jumoe 1964, and thereaftar et
intervals of six months. I am sure thgt such = zcheduls
should not cause you any meore difficolty than that whiash
¥r. Bepn-Garlon propofed in his May 27 letter. T wounld
by essential, and I undarstand that M, Ben-Juricnts
lotter wzs in accord with this, that our scientist
pave access to all areas of the Dimona site and o any
ralated part of the cooplex, such as fusl fabrication
facllities or plutonium separation plant, and that
safficient tima be allotted for a thorouzh eXamination,

"Enowlng that you fully eporaciate the truly wital
Slgnificanca of this matter to the future well-being of

Izraal
SECHRT
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Israel, to the United Stntes, and internationaily, I am
sure our carefully considered request will have your

most sympathetic attention. -
"3lneeraly,

JOHN F. HETWEDY



