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DEFARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversaticn
DATE:  parch 28, L6l

SUBJECT: Dimona Be.ctar

PARTICIPANTS:  gis Excelleney Aveebam Huerwn, Aubsssador of lareel
G. Lewls Jooms, Aasistsat Secretory of State for kEs

COPIES TO:  NWEA - 2 fmemtacsy LN N-fAmz, Harbour - loo
HE - 3 fmembassy T7L AVIV-Mr. Barnes - leg
Si'llls - 3

Tha “kite House - 1

T weked jubusdsdsr Horesn to enll todey apo peld thet I wighed to point
out to him that we hDmd been wultlayg since Jeouery 4 for ihe iavitation to send
jwople to Isrnel to sex the Dimona reactor. I anid thoat [ bed feltnfully
rejported to ey wuperiors hix axplopeation that Mr. Den Gurion end olbars
{ayolved in the [aiuel Goveroment aro {p the thres of o politicel crisls
{(at1ll unresolves) and that it vos difficult im these circumstances bto get thom
ta direct thalr cttention %o other catiess guch am the visit to Dicoan. L
said, Bovever, thet M. Theooore Eolle [se¢e memorsndiue of coaverantion dowed
February 26, iv51) had indicated to s that the {nvitation would be forthesalng
"guring the monlh of March” lrrespectlve af the political difficultlies.

We wre pow close to the end of March.

I told Harcep that on the Ualted gtntes slde intereat Lin the Julel vislt
resnined kesm. The President hicgelfl bod sgked oo Macch 2 vhen the vimlt
would take plece amd bad zsked for a rejport from the Dopertmant by Harch il.

I told Bermesn that s w friesd of Tarwel-I was smiious 1o see the sbadow

of doubt regarding Dlisocs resavod: il vus Dad for Isrnel LY the inpresslon got
abroad thut Mr. Ben Gurlon -as “stalliog” regurdiag the iovitution. T wurgod
Bermam to take up the metter sguin in the 1ight of sur talk oad belepoone L=
Al odce as #o0n as he Bad nevs.

Bormoa (who I believe ls ss eaxious ag we ere Lo beve the viait tuke plece)
.aplied that he bad 0o Dave. The jolitical crisls lu Isrsel wauz etlll
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wheslivel cnod wenl sery deap. Io Uklted Stotes terws It wos se though &
cadlitim of Dewscrctla wod Hepubllicenpas were consldering settiong up w

nee joliticny grouw.. Hurmin sald thel he bhad been juahipg his govermesnt

e much wa he worea bul Lo Taruedl eyes, | ertlculearly the eyea of Ben Gurloa,
1t wos diffieult to puy why there -na auch & bBurry”: the viait bed baen
siuklaed, Lhe vielt woulu teke plece.

I relievited that sm s Irlend o! Isracl [ considered It importent Dor
Lhere % be ps Turtbor oeloys wod fngulres regoroaiog the jossiblllty of hiwe
whalnlng & I'svorepie rey iy durlng the sext fee Chys. Weruen sulad he vas
vary doubblvl thelbl wnythlpg could boe doog or Lthet eoy sctlom could tokae |
rawce uwtlii cftos Puddovwer weei wvhich starte Aprll 3 woo runs watll A ril au. !
turlog thi= ,eriod all guverpownt de;artwents sre on ball tlse. Hoe would,

2l course, Telegrulb ot ohce bul be thought 1t Souwld be unareslistic to owileve :
Lhat the:r+ could be a yep.y belore Aprll il |
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Horeen repicded ae bhel the Hourets correspondent hsd beard thet & "juiet’
U, F. wlsit an3 bo texe piece (dee semorandus to The Secretary duted
Farca ¢, Aybi). H. seld thet Lhle correspondent hea sore recently gobten the
stge gtory from U, X, sourcen: Lt hed beken Moo bwo hours «ith bhe
Corrtepondent to T rebury’ the elary.

CIAKENT: When the " ulet’ wlalt fnoees plece we owe Lt to the Israelis aoct ta
oEe e0Y ennpuRcescnl resuralag i ther offlelnily or through ‘leaks”.
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