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Re DEPTEL EYES ONLY 470

In call on Prime Minlster December 24 at his home in Tel Awiv I
handed him President's Christmas card (for which he expressed real
appreciation); raised main points DEPTEL 474 re Mali; and then
turned to seriocus discussiom Israel's research reactor pursuant

toe DEPTEL 470.

I agsured Prime Minister USG welcomed assurances which Ambassador
Harman had already conveyed and his own public statemgnt in Knesset
re peaceful purposes of this reactor and Israel's atomlc enexrgy pro-
gram. I noted USG did not wish to prolomg or exaggerate this lssue
and that Assistant Seeretary Jones had alsc said this to Ambassador
Harman, as he no doubt knew.

I made point of stressing President's deep Interest in the Atoms

For Peace program that he initially presented to GA and USG's grave
worry over possible proliferation of nuclear weapons. I noted re-
ports re possibility Communist China might get atomic weapons a
danger that reflects our sense of urgency which led Secretary to
make crystal clear our concern over developments in this field.
Further, I reiterated Secretary's remavks (DEPTEL 464) teo Harman
urging full statement safeguards be applied to any plutonium pro-
duced by reactor and referred to Secretary's mention of Israel's
affirmative vote on TAEA safeguards at Septevber general conference.

In response, Prime Minister exprassed mild irvitstion over publi-
cation in states of so much data re projes:. Z=iling, he said "Why
in States 1s everything being rold everwhodv?" Ben-Gurion then
said he thought Department spokesman Linco’n Whita had made
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a "very decent statement" December 22 that should set things
right. I noted that Department had only-made initial statement after
IV report and follewing radio Moscow charges tlhat US alding

Israeli nuclear weapons program.

Ben Gurion said he was very sorry that he had not been able ko
fell President Eisenhower of this project during his recent visit
to Washington, and said that were it not so close to end of
Eisenhower administrgtion, he would wish to give persenal account
to President, whom he had Iong known and admired. ‘(I indicated

I would be glad to transmipc anything he wished.), ]

Ben Gurien then recounted history of Negev project. Several
years ago he hag) discussed possibility of atomic power with
experts including Bhabha of India, who ad?ised him that in 10
or 15 years atomic power might become cheap encugh to be prac-
ticable and might. be produced from materials available in Israel
by use of heavy water and phosphates. IFf 80, this would help
solve Israel's great problem of developing. Negev where water,
manpower and electfic power were all badly néeded.,
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I referred to Lewis Jones remarks to Harman (DEFTEL 471) about
the interest and growing concern in the area over Lsrael's atomic
development, and said that Jones had speculated whether there
might be any feasibility in having & seientist take a look at
this project. I also told the Prime Minister that I had listenad
to Nasser's speech last night and quoted a rough English Etrans-
laticn from it to effect that 1§ we are sure Israel is making
the atomie bomb, then that is the beginning of thg war betwean
us; then we must fight even if we must mobilize four million men
and destroy their bases." Here I asked Prime Minister what I=
his view best way might bhe of alleviating concern. He gaid, I
think statement Lssued by Mr. White yesterday is the best thing.”

Then Prime
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Then Prime Minister remarked "Nasser will attack whenm he thinks
he can destroy Israel. It is not easy for him to mobilize four
millicn men." He added Nasser was frustrated in all his ambi-
tions. Having failed in Arab world, Moslem world and Africa, he
was leaning more and more upon Rugsians, HNasser, he sald, seemed
hopeleas for west, but later Ben-Gurilon said there might be some
chance and quoted Lincoln, "You can't fool all the people all

the time'.
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